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Answer 1.
Fredrick Douglass is among the most remembered individuals who fought fervently against slavery in America. He was a slave working on the cotton fields in Mary-land.
a. Why he escaped from slavery.
Despite his various few attempts to escape earlier before in his life, he believed that education and the acquisition of knowledge would make him a free man and live a better life. It was until he met a lady by the name Anna Murray, a black woman who was free, that inspired him to hatch up his next and eventually successful escape, Anna Murray’s free status strengthened Douglass’s quest in gaining freedom through his dependency of the education he had acquired over the years, to the final days to which he escaped successfully to New York (Ncc Staff).
b. How he escaped from slavery.
The process of his escape had been planned way before he made it into his last attempt which was successful. It began when Douglass met Anna Murray, a free Black woman, and fell in love with her. Douglass became compelled to hatch a new plan that led to his escape. On the day of his escape, Douglass jumped onboard a railroad train that was heading north. During this act, Douglass had donned a disguise of a free Black sailor (Klein). 
The subterfuge was a success and made to be possible due to the fact that Douglass had an understanding of the sea. He acquired this when he was working at the Baltimore waterfront. He managed to get a sailor’s documentation from one of the freemen, as part of his plan. To add on this advantage, he was able to put on a disguise that was able to give him cover for the role he played for the escape. Even though all the listed freed Blacks were mandated to produce original papers, sailors, in most cases did not have to do the same as the free blacks. On the other hand, the papers that belonged to the sailors had listed a detailed physical description about their owners. This proved to be a problem at first to Douglass, as he did not fit the bill.
By means of a miracle or by good fate, the train conductor who was a white man did not find out about Douglass’ impersonation. They both rode in the same train via the slave states of Delaware and also Maryland and none were in the margins of compromise, threat or suspicion. After he finally arrived at the town known as Havre de Grace, located within Maryland (which was located near the border of Pennsylvania) Douglass ferried across the Susquehanna River where his stressful journey finally came a close. He lastly reached a safe house that was owned by renowned abolitionist David Ruggles living in New York City at the time (Chandler).

Answer 2.
a. Describe the characteristics of Frederick Douglass and relate an aspect of his characteristics to another person in today's society giving specific examples.
 I would describe Douglass as an intelligent man, who does not give up, courageous and with focus. He did not give up even after his previous attempts to escape. Most would have given up due to the fact that they did not have the faith or the resilience to fight on but Douglass did. In terms of intelligence, despite being born of a white man, he was able to utilize the time he had to learn while being a slave. In addition, his knowledge acquisition skills made him be aware of the nautical details he had gained while working on the waterfront that would later be an instrument for his escape. In terms of courage and focus, both qualities worked for hand in hand for Douglass knew he was risking his life by escaping but he still went ahead in executing his escape plan.
A person today with the same aspect.
Wangari Maathai.
She is a Kenyan Nobel laureate, who advocated for the banning of deforestation. She faced barriers from greedy politicians who were more powerful in slowing down her fight against the cutting of trees, she got beaten, wounded and emotionally broken by people who did not see her vision of saving trees (Maathai 124). Her courage to face such barriers could be compared to the courage of Douglass who truly fought for equality and became an anti-slavery preacher. 
Wangari, courageously against a dictatorial rule at the time she was being awarded Nobel Prize Award. She was also a highly educated woman and this was found to be a threat amongst the dictatorial regime that limited women in contributing to political opinions and also influencing the public against fighting back the regime. She was constantly arrested but this did not stop her fight against the forces that were focused on breaking her. Her characteristics are closely similar to those of Douglass, who never gave up hope for freedom and fighting for equality.
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